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PANEL DISCUSSION-I 

 CYBER BULLING AND IDENTITY THEFT 

27-06-2020  

INSIGHT BY THE PANELLISTS 

 

MR. NAVDEEP SINGH VIRK- ADGP (LAW AND ORDER), HARYANA 

Mr. Navdeep Singh Virk, is one of the most decorated officers in the State of 

Haryana. As one of the panellists, Mr. Virk discussed the procedure and 

reporting mechanism to deal with cybercrime.  He explained in detail the 

setup of agencies which act as a robust mechanism in handling the issues 

of cybercrime such as cyber bullying, identity theft, hacking etc. Mr. Virk 

opined that there is lacuna in laws in this domain which puts the situation 

at a stage of evolution now. The speaker further elaborated on the different 

ways in which the police are trying to work to assist such victims, one of the 

ways being hiring of private individuals with a background in I.T. to help 

free of charge. Mr Virk, during the course of discussion, highlighted three 

major problems which the police department faces on a daily basis while 

solving cybercrimes. The problems encountered by the department 

according to the speaker were lack of proper understanding of nature of the 

crime as the police personal is not properly equipped with adequate 

knowledge in IT, inadequacy of sufficient financial resources to deal with 

them and lack of clarity in laws. The speaker further opined that due to 

various lacunas in law, requisite enforcement cannot be met to deal with 

the offences. The speaker further elucidated that a non-co-operative 

attitude from the host of online platforms such as Google, etc worsens the 

situation. 

 



 

 

 

 

ADV. TANVEER AHMED MIR 

Mr. Tanveer Ahmed Mir, a veteran and a profound attorney, having an 

experience of 21 years is known for his astuteness in criminal litigation.  

During the course of discussion he highlighted the aspects of mechanisms 

of law which are defunct to aid the victims of cyber bulling and identity 

theft. He further stated that there is a lack of legal framework in the 

institutional and procedural areas relating to cybercrimes and the laws are 

obsolete, general, and lenient to deal with such offences. Mr. Mir advocated 

the need for the march of law to keep up with the march of technological 

development. Mr. Mir was of the opinion that the effect of cyber bullying 

should not be met with silence and thick skin attitude and therefore, it is 

the need of the hour to provide for specific laws against cybercrimes. 

 

PROF (DR.) SHRUTI BEDI 

UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE OF LEGAL STUDIES, PANJAB UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Bedi who is a Professor of law at University Institute Of Legal Studies, 

Panjab University also holds a position of Director at Centre for Constitution 

and Public Policy (CCPP), Panjab University. Prof. Bedi, during the 

discussion, indicated that the 2009 Act, rules, and regulations by UGC 

relating to ragging which also includes bullying, makes the heads of 

institutions liable for action for such abuse. She also brought to light the 

‘Black Lives Matter’ movement which was responded with a tweet from the 

POTUS threatening the activists and stated that such is an example of 



 

 

abuse at the highest levels. Prof. Bedi very rightly put forth that the specific 

incident is an unexpected action from the most powerful offices in the 

world. She advocated the need for sensitisation against cyber bullying 

which can be achieved by inculcation of a system of moral values, 

confidence building to report such instances and help from the friends and 

family.   

 

DOLLY SINGH 

CONTENT CREATOR 

Dolly Singh is India’s one of the most versatile Content Creators, acclaimed 

for her witty and one of a kind humour. She described how people misuse 

social media to spread hate, by calling unpleasant names and for spreading 

threats by fake accounts and anonymous user ID’s and the same has now 

become a common trend. She also expressed that it is a part of doing the 

job, which is done by content creators like her however at times things can 

be triggered at such levels and hence there is a need for a legal fix.  She 

stated that such a legal machinery is required and recommended.  

 
 

MODERATOR – MR. MANU CHATURVEDI 
ADVOCATE AND CONTENT CREATOR 

 

 



 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION- II 

CYBER TROLLING AND PROHIBITED CONTENT 

27-06-2020 
 

INSIGHT BY THE PANNELISTS 

 

MR. RAJINDER SINGH (EX. DGP, PUNJAB) 

Mr. Singh is one of the most rewarded officers of the Indian Police Services 

and he was also awarded with Gallantry Award for his act of bravery and 

contributions in neutralising terrorism. Mr. Singh enlightened the viewers 

about the fact that every state has a cybercrime wing, special cybercrime 

police stations and dedicated staff to deal with cybercrime. He further 

pointed out that even though new facilities are required to be set up but 

that will alone not be enough to tackle the crime entirely. He pointed out 

that duties must be cast on the individuals who are dealing with the online 

world. This will also require the complainant to pursue the matter with the 

police to resolve his or her grievances in the best way possible. He further 

stated that majority of the police are not friendly with activities of trolling 

however there are some who are familiar with these issues, but their 

number is few, and they are deployed on other duties. The area needs a lot 

of augmentation. Mr. Singh very aptly stated that another requirement is 

that such offences are required to be identified as a priority area of concern 

and there is a need to pursue them seriously.  



 

 

 

 

DR. PAVAN DUGGAL 

CHAIRMAN OF INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON CYBER SECURITY LAW, 

ADVOCATE, SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

 

Dr. Pavan Duggal is an internationally renowned expert and authority on 

Cyber Law. Dr. Duggal very rightly opined that there is an important role 

which is needed to be played by the intermediaries such as network service 

providers to tackle Cyber trolling. He emphasised on the fact that Section 

79 of The Information Technology Act, 2000 (“the IT Act”) provides for their 

roles and functions. However, no guidelines are prescribed by the 

government to regulate and to monitor these crimes on such platforms. He 

further stated that the protection offered by the Court in Shreya Singhal’s 

judgement is misused by these service network providers. 

Mr. Duggal very rightly stated that there is a need for having laws which 

are more concrete and comprehensive to regulate these service network 

providers. He stated that by increasing the role and responsibilities of 

intermediaries, their assistance and co-operation can also be made 

possible. Mr. Duggal further educated the viewer’s regarding different ways 

to deal with the attacks. He stated that one can report it online, make a 

complaint to the service network providers regarding the social media 

abuse and harassment. They may not be very effective and efficient ways 

as a remedy but, in case the abuse is vicious, resort may also be made to 

legal remedies.  

Furthermore, Mr. Duggal defined Prohibited Content as the content which is 

prohibited under the law of the land. For example, anything which is 

defamatory, libellous, against the sovereignty and integrity of the state, 

etc. 

Mr. Duggal also expressed his concern towards India not having requisite 

laws to deal with issues such as cyber trolling, cyber stalking, cyber 



 

 

harassment etc. He opined that these are low priority areas for the State 

and there is a lack of user-friendly approach by the law enforcement 

agencies.  

 

 

MS. ZAREEN KHAN 

ACTRESS 

Ms. Zareen Khan is an exceptionally hardworking actress who is known for 

her work in Bollywood Blockbuster movies like Veer, Ready and Housefull 2. 

Ms. Zareen being a public figure gave incredible insight regarding 

anonymous users targeting famous personalities and putting up negative 

comments which is intended to cause harm to celebrities. She further 

commented that the reason for hate is unknown however trolling is an 

attention seeking gimmick and therefore deserves no attention. She further 

opined that dealing with hate can be subjective and there is a greater need 

to be thick skinned to stand up against the trollers.  

Ms. Zareen also stated that the language of troll can be used to distinguish 

it from a constructive criticism. Such examples can be religion, lineage, 

nudity, body appearances etc. She also discussed that a definite 

punishment is required to meet such acts of trolling and they need to be 

exposed.  

Ms. Zareen further contested that there is a need for Public awareness of 

the present issue and that public figures, celebrities should demand for a 

solution against cyber trolling and related crimes.  

 



 

 

 

NAVJEET SIDHU KUNDAL 

ASST. PROFESSOR OF LAW 

Dr. Navjeet Sidhu Kundal is an Assistant Professor of Law at Vivekananda 

School of Law & Legal Studies, Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies, 

GGSIP  University, New Delhi. Dr. Navjeet Sidhu expressed that Trolls are 

running the internet where bad and dangerous things are lurking. The 

emerging trends are very grim, and the role of educational institutions is 

necessitated from the primary levels. Dr. Sidhu thereafter stated that the 

programs launched by Google such as ‘Be Internet Awesome’ and other 

restorative responses for young students can be used to teach digital 

responsibility.  

In addition to the above discussion she also mentioned that our laws are not 

gender neutral but there is a definite burning need for specific set of 

regulations against cyber trolling and to get the desired remedy, aid of 

international framework can be sought.  

Dr. Sidhu also suggested that the universities can have dedicated faculty 

members to watch out for student’s behaviour and counsel them on regular 

basis. She further proposed that a centralised toll-free number be set-up to 

report such issues. 

 

 

MODERATOR- MR. TARIQ KHAN 

ADVANI & CO. 



 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 

 

Team Disputandum would also like to extend their heartfelt gratitude to 

famous personalities like Aparshakti Khurana, Nimrit Kaur Ahluwalia, 

Niranjan Iyengar and Inder Sahani who immensely contributed towards 

success of Disputandum’s panel discussion by sharing their videos. Their 

insight and experiences of being stalked, trolled and bullied on social media 

by anonymous trollers and haters call for more awareness, strict laws and 

rights of the individuals and society at large. 
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