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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

 
At the outset, I take this opportunity to welcome you all, as we 

at the Institute of Law, Nirma University, take another step 

towards achieving our goal of providing a conducive 

environment towards imparting legal education and creating 

all-round legal practitioners. 

I take pride in introducing 09th IL- National Moot Court 

Competition in association with the Competition Commission 

of India. This moot will help the students to explore the areas 

of Competition Law. There cannot be a more prudent way to 

respond to such grey areas of law than a thought provoking 

analysis through a Moot Court. Moot Court competitions are a student’s portal to the assessment 

of practical utility of ideas. I believe that as a budding lawyer and ambitious legal professionals, it 

is imperative to venture into the better and in-depth understanding of laws in order to translate it 

into practical application. 

The aspects of Competition Law have become a focal point of debate in commercial laws. With 

the establishment of CCI in 2003 by the Government of India, the role played by the competition 

law in ensuring free and fair market has been quintessential. However, this law is still at a very 

early stage and there are various unexplored areas waiting to be discovered and discussed.  

Keeping in view the increasing importance of competition law in the present global economic 

market, participation in this competition will prepare law students to face challenges that lie ahead 

of them in the globally competitive professional life. I sincerely hope that all the participants and 

students will benefit and learn from this endeavour. I have faith in my team which has worked 

hard in creating this event and I am sure that with your support and participation this will be a 

pounding success. I convey my best wishes to all the teams and we look forward for having you 

here for this competition. 

 

PROF. DR. PURVI 

POKHARIYAL 
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INSTITUTE OF LAW, NIRMA UNIVERSITY 

Institute of law, Nirma University (ILNU), stands as one of the fastest emerging law schools in 

India. The Institute aims to add new dimensions in legal education which would incorporate 

international standards thereby providing an environment which would enhance freedom and 

innovation in the dynamic pursuit of thought and civil society’s engagement to advance the rule of 

law in our country. Since its very inception, the Institute has placed Moot Court activities on the 

pinnacle, keeping in mind the aspiration to nourish minds that are comfortable and skilled in 

dealing with the differing legal systems and cultures that make up our global community. Over the 

years, ILNU has hosted 8 editions of NMCC along with other International and National Moots 

including the Bar Council of India Moot, Henry Dunant Moot to name a few.  

INSTITUTE OF LAW - NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 

The Institute of Law - National Moot Court Competition (IL-NMCC) is an initiative of the student 

community at ILNU with an aim to bring together students from different regions to come 

together, interact, compete and challenge their skills as future legal practitioners. As one of the 

promising law schools in India, we have constantly undertaken measures to provide holistic and 

meaningful legal education to bright young students from across the country.  In the course of such 

endeavours, we have effectively organized Eight Moot Court Competitions.  

The Mooting Culture at the Institute of Law has been recognized by various organizations like the 

Bar Council of India and the International Committee of the Red Cross. Wherefore, apart from 

the flagship ILNU Moot Court Competitions, the 27th BCI All India Inter-University Moot Court 

Competition, 2012 and 14th Henry Dunant Memorial Moot Court Competition, North Zonal 

Rounds, 2014 were hosted by the Institute of Law, Nirma University. At IL-NMCC, we have 

always tried to provide the students with an enriching and learning experience by way of 

participation of almost all law schools of the country and some of the greatest legal minds in the 

fraternity applying their legal and logical acumen to enhance their advocacy skills. 
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09TH IL - NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 

Encouraged by the overwhelming response of the past competitions, we are proud to announce 

that we are organizing the 09th edition of the ILNU National Moot Court Competition, 2019 

which is scheduled to be held from October 11th to 13, 2019. Having successfully organized this 

competition for eight years in a row, this edition speaks of our efforts that aim at improving the 

whole experience by ensuring that the teams are met with a challenging problem based on 

contemporary and developing aspects of Competition Law.  

Competition Law is an emerging field of law and its robust enforcement becomes a prerequisite 

for ensuring that the economic environment remains competitive and business deals adhere to the 

principles of fair competition and do not distort the market. Law schools can play a significant role 

in this regard by nurturing the growth of the subject through their curricula and other events and 

also suggesting appropriate reforms to law. With the aim of fostering quality research and debate 

on anti-trust matters, ILNU, in collaboration with the CCI is organizing this Moot Court 

Competition. 

COMPETITION COMMISSION OF INDIA 

CCI is a regulatory body established by the Government of India with effect from 14th October 

2003. The duty of the Commission is to carry out the objectives enumerated under the 

Competition Act, 2002 that prohibits anti-competitive agreements, abuse of dominant position by 

enterprises and regulates combinations (acquisition, acquiring of control and M&A), which cause 

or are likely to cause an appreciable adverse effect on competition within India.  

The mandate of the CCI includes eliminating practices having an adverse effect on competition; 

inspiring businesses to be fair, competitive and innovative; promotion and sustenance of 

competition; protection of the interests of consumers and ensuring freedom of trade in the markets 

of India. The Commission engages in wide-ranging advocacy programmes like conducting training 

sessions for judicial officers and district judges, organizing panel discussions and conferences on 

issues in competition law, offering internship opportunities to students and also organizing national 

level competitions. 
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SPONSORS & FRIENDS OF THE MOOT 

Khaitan & Co.  

Founded in 1911, Khaitan & Co is one of the oldest and largest Indian law firms. Combining a 

rich heritage of over a hundred years with a modern and cutting-edge practice, the firm offers full 

service legal solutions to its domestic and international clients. The Firm’s endeavour has been to 

be proactive and exceed client expectations. The emphasis is to ensure our clients have access to a 

consistently high quality of service across all its locations and practice areas. Its clients include 

business and financial enterprises, banks, financial institutions, private equity funds, government 

bodies, educational and charitable trusts, cultural institutions, high net worth individuals, and 

estates and trusts from India and overseas.  

SCC Online 

SCC Online is a publishing house of international repute and an acknowledged leader in the field 

of law publishing in India for more than 70 years. The company has a nationwide operational 

network with a presence at multiple locations. Using the finest of technological innovations, SCC 

Online pioneered law information databases for making law easily accessible in the electronic 

medium. This has appeared in a revolutionary form, in the electronic medium, as SCC Online's 

Case Finder. This Information Database and search program is a proven source for quick retrieval 

of caselaw precedents of the Supreme Court of India. 

Eastern Book Company 

Established in 1942, the Eastern Book Company (EBC) Group is the intellectual giant in Indian 

law publishing, with offices in several Indian cities. EBC publishes a wide range of legal 

commentaries, student texts, law reports and digests, and its products include pioneering works 

both in the print and electronic medium. With a list of over 550 authoritative and well-known 

titles, it is well recognised for its contribution to legal literature worldwide. Its large list of 

publications includes standard legal texts for professionals, the industry, law students, students of 
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competitive examinations and of professional courses like C.A., C.S., 

I.C.W.A. etc. In 2008, EBC has also released the electronic version of the entire Law Reports since 

1863 and the WLR since 1953 for marketing in South Asia and South East Asia, the Middle East 

and Africa.  

Memo Pundits 

Memo Pundits was founded in 2014 by two students from NLU, Odisha (Anant and Rachnendra) 

who wanted to share their memorial making knowledge and skills with the mooting community. 

They were accompanied by Shubham, a moot court enthusiast. The Pundits have honed their 

talents over years of mooting, judging moot court competitions and eventually in their work life, 

with Anant having worked at Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co., Shubham working at L&L 

Partners (erstwhile Luthra & Luthra) and Rachendra practicing litigation. 

Memo Pundits with an aim to help law students excel in moots offer a unique and comprehensive 

3-day course on memorial making. The professionally designed course has gained the trust of 

1,800+ students across India. 

Lawctopus 

Lawctopus, India’s most popular and trusted website for law students. Launched on 26th 

September, 2010, Lawctopus now gets 85,000+ unique readers and 4 lakh+ page-views every 

month. Lawctopus covers leading dailies like The Telegraph and the Economic Times and has 

also entered into a multi-faceted tie-up with LexisNexis. From Opportunities (Call for papers, essay 

competitions, seminars, courses, law school fests, moot court competitions, fellowships, PDs, 

MUNs) to Internship Experiences, Personal Blogs, Career Advices, Law School News it covers 

almost every facet of the legal arena.  

Our Legal World 

As their motto says “All about law” Our legal world is an online hub and knowledge portal for all 

information related to Legal News, Law School, Legal Job, Law Notes, Law Articles and other 

things related to law. 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

1. Article 1                           Aims And Objective 

1.1. The principal objective of the 09th IL-National Moot Court Competition is to develop 

academic excellence in the student community and enhance their advocacy skills in an 

environment of friendly competition. 

2. Article 2                             Definitions And Interpretations 

2.1. “Bench” means competition law experts judging both written pleadings or oral arguments; 

2.2. “Case” or “Proposition” means a hypothetical law problem, which will be pleaded during 

the Competition; 

2.3. “Competition” means the 09th Institute of Law, National Moot Court Competition; 

2.4. “Court” means the Bench or a part hereof at the Oral Pleadings Round(s); 

2.5. “Contact Person” means that each participating team shall specify a Contact Person in the 

registration form who should not be a student. All the important information of the 

competition, including team code, information relating to accommodation and transport and 

any other relevant material shall be communicated to such assigned contact person. The 

contact person for each participating institution is responsible for distributing the 

information and material to each member of its team, conveying enquiries or other 

correspondence for that team to the organising committee and any other communication 

between the team and the organising committee.  

2.6. “Oral Pleading Rounds” refers to a team’s pleadings, comprising both speakers, submitted 

orally in front of the judges on behalf of one of the parties against another team representing 

the opposing party.  
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2.7. “OC” means the organising committee to help in the arranging of the Competition. 

2.8. “Parties” refer to the parties to the dispute as identified by the moot case.  

2.9. “Preliminary Rounds”  refers to the Oral Rounds which will take place before the Advanced 

Rounds of the Competition for the purpose of determining the teams which will proceed to 

the Advanced Rounds. 

2.10. “Rules” means these official Competition Rules and any applicable supplements to these 

Rules published by the Competition Convener.  

2.11. “Scouting” is the act of attending a round in which the members of the team or any person 

related to the team are not competing.  

2.12. “Team Code” refers to the unique number allotted to each participating team for the 

purpose of this Competition.  

3. Article 3                                    Interpretation and Revision of the Rules 

3.1. Any questions concerning the interpretation of the Rules arising during the written phase or 

Oral Round must be submitted to the Organizing Committee. 

3.2. The organizing committee reserves the right to amend, modify or repeal any of the rules if 

so required and as they deem appropriate. 

3.3. The Organizing Committee may make amendments to the Case which shall be published 

on the social media platforms of the competition. 

4. Article 4                           Date and Venue 

4.1. The 09th IL-NMCC will be held from 11 October to 13 October 2019 at Institute of 

Law, Nirma University, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, INDIA. 
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5. Article 5                        Organizing Committee 

5.1. The OC’s task, other than specified in the following paragraphs, is to ensure that the 

Competition is carried out in consistency with the overall spirit and aim of competition and 

to resolve all matters, which would otherwise be detrimental to the organisation of the 

Competition. 

5.2. All decisions of the Organizing Committee shall be final and not subject to an appeal. 
 

THE COMPETITION 

6. Article 6                           Language 

6.1. The official language throughout the Competition shall be English. 

7. Article 7                           Structure 

7.1. The Competition shall consists of two phases – 

7.1.1. a written phase, in which all teams shall prepare written pleadings for both, the 

Petitioner and the Respondent; and  

7.1.2. an oral phase, in which the teams, shall defend their argumentation before the 

Court, pleading for both, the claimant and the defendant. 

7.1.3. an additional piece of information (pertaining to the case) shall be provided to all 

the participating teams during the initial briefing. 
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8. Article 8                                             Dress Code 

8.1. Inside the Court Room the participants shall be in Formal Wear. 

8.2. Girls: Black Pants or Formal Skirts and White Shirt with Blazer.  

8.3. Boys: White Shirt, Black Trousers with tie and Black Blazers. 

9. Article 9                                     The Bench 

9.1. The Bench shall consist of competition law experts who are selected by the Organizing 

Committee. 

9.2. The written pleadings of each team and the oral contribution of each individual team will be 

graded by an independent Bench. 

9.3. Team Members are prohibited in engaging in communication with the Bench before the 

end of the competition. 

9.4. A member of the Bench shall not assess the written pleadings or take part in a hearing 

involving a team from the University he or she is professionally engaged in. The Organizing 

Committee shall notify the Bench of any potential conflict of interest. The Bench shall settle 

the matter prior to the hearing in question. 

10. Article 10                                             Participation 

10.1.  There shall only be one team per university/institute. 

10.2.  Only students from a university or law faculty enrolled in undergraduate or master courses 

are allowed to participate. 
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10.3.  The team shall consist of three law students and they must be enrolled in the same university 

or law faculty. Students being on exchange in another country are eligible to participate 

under the host university.  

10.4. The teams shall submit their team composition via the registration form available at 

https://bit.ly/2ZHmX1Q.  

10.5.  Any change in the composition of a team is only permitted subject to approval by the 

Organizing Committee.  

FEES & LOGISTICS 

11. Article 11                                 Fees 

11.1. The registration fee is INR 4500 per team. 

11.2. The preferred method of payment is via Demand Draft. 

11.3. The draft should be drawn in the favour of “NIRMA INSTITUTE OF LAW STUDENT 

ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION” Payable at AHMEDABAD. 

11.4. Teams shall make sure that the hard copies of the filled registration form with the original 

Demand Draft reach the Institute by 23rd September 2019 to Institute of Law, 

Nirma University, Off. S.G. Highway, Chandlodia Post, Ahmedabad, 

Gujarat, INDIA 382481. 

11.5. Teams are mandatorily required to send the soft copies of the Registration form and 

Demand Draft to mootorganizingcommittee.ilnu@nirmauni.ac.in. 

11.6. A team shall only be considered as a participating team after the Organizing Committee 

has timely received the official registration confirmation and the fees. 
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11.7. Registration fees is not refunded to teams that withdraw after payment, or, for any other 

reason external to the Competition, do not attend the Competition. 

12. Article 12                                                    Accommodation, Food and Transport 

12.1. The team of three (3) participants shall be provided accommodation by the University for 

the duration of the competition only. However, the interested students are required to 

inform, the Organizing Committee, through their Registration Form, so as to enable them 

to make necessary arrangements. 

12.2. Accommodation, Food and Transport between guest house/hotel and the competition 

venue will be provided by the host institution from 11 October 2019 to 13th October 2019. 

12.3. Should the teams wish to stay after 13th October 2019, they have to bear their own 

expenses for their accommodation, food and transport. 

12.4. Any additional member other than the registered team member shall not be entertained 

during the competition. 

12.5. The teams are required to fill and submit the Travel Form (available at 

https://forms.gle/FQcoMvd8jswJpsFL9) on or before 05 October, 2019. 

OVERRIDING PRINCIPLES 

13. Article 13                                   Sportsmanship 

13.1. The participants must conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner at all stages of the 

Competition. 

13.2. Cheating or using unfair means of any kind is strictly prohibited and if indulged in, shall 

result in disqualification of the team. 
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13.3. Intimidation in any form is prohibited and if indulged in, shall result in disqualification of 

the team. 

13.4. Misconduct, whether behavioural or otherwise, is not allowed and if indulged in, shall result 

in disqualification of the team.  

13.5. The participants shall adhere to the Sexual Harassment (Prevention, Prohibition and 

Redressal) Act, 2013 and be subjected to the Complaint Committee for Prevention of 

Sexual Harassment in case a situation/case so arises. 

13.6. Any violation of the prescribed Code of Conduct will invite sanctions which will be decided 

by the Organizing Committee.  

14. Article 14                                    Anonymity 

14.1. Strict anonymity of the teams is required. Each team will be assigned a Team Code which 

will be informed to the team immediately upon receipt by the Organizing Committee of 

the online registration and confirmation of the payment of the participation fee. 

14.2. The name of the university shall neither be mentioned to the Bench in the written nor in 

the oral proceedings, whether directly or indirectly. 

 
CASE, SUBMISSIONS AND TIMELINE 

15. Article 15                                    Case 

15.1. The Case Committee will draft the Problem Question which will be published on the 

Competition’s public portals. 
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15.2. This year we aim at improvising the structure and the format of the competition by 

providing an additional piece of information (pertaining to the case), to all the participating 

teams during the initial briefing, and then to the teams which will proceed to the Semi-

Final Rounds.  

16. Article 16                                                  Timeline 

16.1. The timeline for the competition is available at - https://bit.ly/2NJiXaD. 

16.2. The OC will issue a timeline that is binding in accordance with these Rules. The timeline 

will be published on the Competition website and as Annexed to these Rules. 

17. Article 17                                             Written Pleadings 

17.1. Each team shall prepare typewritten pleadings, setting out the arguments of the parties to 

the case according to the provisions as set out in Annex A. 

17.2. The participant shall certify in writing the originality of the material contained therein and 

shall be responsible for any claim or dispute arising out the further use and exhibition of 

these materials. 

18. Article 18                                 Submission 

18.1. The teams must send the memorials from both the sides by an e-mail (Subject – “Team 

Code” – MEMORIAL SUBMISSION) to the Organizing Committee at 

mootorganizingcommittee.ilnu@nirmauni.ac.in by 02nd October 2019 11:59 PM IST in 

both word (.doc/.docx) and PDF format. 

18.2. Four Copies of Memorials (Two from) each side must be sent to the institute by 7th October 

2019 to Institute of law Nirma University, Sarkhej Gandhinagar Highway, 

Ahmedabad – 382481, Gujarat, India. 
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18.3. No team may revise, substitute, add to, delete or in any other manner alter its written 

pleadings after submission. 

MEMORIAL GUIDELINES 

19. Article 19                 Contents 

19.1. Memorials have to be submitted on typed A4 size paper printed on one side and must 

contain: 

- Cover Page 

- Table of Contents 

- Index of Authorities 

- Statement of Jurisdiction 

- Statement of Facts (2 pages only ; submission of argumentative statement of facts will 
attract penalty) 

- Statement of Issues 

- Summary of Arguments 

- Arguments Advanced (18 Pages maximum) 

- Prayer 

19.2. Memorials should be not be bounded in any form except for a thread binding. Use of 

cellophane or plastic sheets in any form will attract penalty. 

19.3. All pages of the Memorial must be of A4 size, with 1-inch margin on each side. 

19.4. Page numbering should be at the bottom middle of each page. 
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19.5. The font style and size of the text of all parts of the Memorial (except footnotes), shall be 

Times New Roman, size 12, 1.5-line spacing. The Footnotes shall be in Times New 

Roman, size 10, single (1) line spacing. 

19.6. The text of footnotes and headings may be single-spaced. The font size of footnotes must 

be 10.  

19.7. There must be double spacing between separate footnotes and between each heading and 

the body text of the memorial.  

19.8. The memorials shall not contain any annexure, photograph, graph, diagram or any other 

representation of like nature. 

19.9. Quotations of sources outside of the memorial of fifty words or more in any part of the 

memorial shall be block quoted and must be single-spaced. 

19.10. The memorial as a whole shall not exceed 30 pages including the cover page. 

19.11. The citation format should follow the 20th edition of the Bluebook. Speaking footnotes and 

endnotes are not allowed. 

19.12. Cover must be placed on brief as follows: 

19.12.1. Petitioners/Applicant/Appellant: Blue Colour 

19.12.2. Respondents: Red Colour 

19.13. The cover page must state the following 

- Team Code (Upper Right Corner) 

- Name of the Court 

- Name and year of the Competition 

- Cause Title 
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ASSESSMENT 

20. Article 20                        Evaluation 

20.1. All written pleadings will be assessed having regard to their content as well as to their form, 

according to the scoring criteria set out in Annex B. 

20.2. The score achieved shall be kept on the official scoring sheet for written pleadings. These 

scores are confidential and will only be revealed on the official team’s score sheets handed 

out by the Organizing Committee after the Preliminary Rounds. 

20.3. During the Oral Round, the average score of the two written pleadings may be used to rank 

teams with equal score. 

20.4. The team score would be the average of the total marks for oral presentations of the 2 

speakers out of Hundred (100) marks. 

20.5. The memorials shall be assessed by a Committee of Judges and every memorial will be 

marked out of total Hundred (100) marks and the Team Memorial will have the average 

total of both the sides (Petitioner/Respondent). The Marking Criteria and the Marks 

Allocated to each Category are listed. 

20.6. The Researcher’s Test shall consist of both objective and subjective questions based on the 

issues stated in the proposition and knowledge of Relevant Laws relating to the Moot case.  

21. Article 21                                   Deductions 

21.1. The following infractions may give rise to one of the following penalties: 

21.1.1. Delayed submission of the written pleading. 
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21.1.1.1. The date of submission will be the date of uploading of the written 

pleadings to the website. A delayed submission will result in = minus 

02 points per hour. 

21.1.2. One hour late = minus 1 point. 

21.1.3. Any delay after that = minus 05 points. 

21.1.4. Exceeding the stipulated length of written pleading. An argument section 

exceeding stipulated length (18 pages excluding the summary) will result in: 

21.1.5. One page exceeding = minus 02 points.  

21.1.6. Two pages exceeding = minus 04 points. 

21.1.7. Disclosure of identity. If the name of the team members or the university is 

mentioned anywhere inside the written pleading, this will result in minus 2 points. 

21.1.8. Non-conformity with other formalities, such as interlinear space, margins, etc. for 

each infraction = minus 2 points. 

21.2. More than 30% plagiarism (including plagiarism between participating teams) in 

“Arguments Advanced” and “Summary of Arguments” shall be punishable by immediate 

disqualification. 

Appeals regarding plagiarism and penalties shall lie with the Organizing Committee and 

the decision shall be final and binding. 
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MODALITIES  

22. Article 22                                                                                                     Oral Pleading Rounds 

22.1. There shall be an exchange of Memorials between the respective opposing teams, in 

accordance with the fixtures as determined by match-ups, prior to all the rounds of the 

competition.  

22.2. The Preliminary Rounds – Group Stage  

22.2.1. Each team will be allotted a total of twenty five (25) minutes to present their 

arguments. No speaker shall be allowed to plead for more than fifteen (15) 

minutes. Each team is entitled to reserve a maximum of three (3) minutes, out of 

the total twenty five (25) minutes, for rebuttals and sur-rebuttals.  

22.3. The Quarter-Finals and Semi-Finals Rounds 

22.3.1. For the Quarter-Finals, each team will be allotted no more than thirty five (35) 

minutes to present their arguments. The first speaker and the second speaker can 

each speak individually for a maximum of twenty (20) minutes. Each team may 

reserve up to  five (5) minutes out of the total forty (40) minutes for rebuttal or 

surrebuttal.  

22.3.2. For the Semi-Finals, each team shall be allotted no more than forty (45) minutes 

to present their arguments. The first speaker and the second speaker can each 

speak individually for a maximum of twenty five (25) minutes. Each team may 

reserve up to (10) minutes out of the total forty five (45) minutes for rebuttals or 

surrebuttals.  

 

 



          09 INSTITUTE OF LAW NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 
                                                11-13 OCTOBER 2019 | AHMEDABAD 
 
 
 

25 
 

 

22.4. Final Round 

22.4.1. Each team shall speak for no more than sixty (60) minutes to present their 

arguments. The first speaker and the second speaker can each speak individually 

for a maximum of twenty (30) minutes. Each team may reserve up to five (10) 

minutes out of the total sixty (60) minutes for rebuttals or surrebuttals.  

22.5. The teams are required to arrive to the designated Court room fifteen (15) minutes before 

the Round is supposed to start. In case the team is unable to report the designated Court 

room after ten (10) minutes of the starting of the Round, the team will forfeit the 

Competition and the Round will continue as an ex-parte round.  

22.6. The representing sides to be pleaded in each round will be determined by drawing of lots. 

22.7. The Quarter-Finals, Semi-Finals and Final round(s) shall be knock out round(s). 

22.8. Each team must have two and only two oralists during each match. 

22.9. Both oralist must participate in their team’s oral submissions, dividing the team’s speaking 

time amongst themselves to two more or less equal time slots. 

22.10.  Each team shall itself allocate the order of speakers and the time to present its arguments 

and rebuttal/surrebuttal. 

22.11. Researcher’s Test 

22.11.1. The Researchers’ test shall be conducted on Day 1 of the Competition. The test 

shall be for duration of sixty (60) minutes only.  

22.11.2. Only the Researcher is eligible to take the test. The teams which consist of two 

members shall be ineligible for the test. 
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23 Article 23                                                                                                                    Time Keeping 

23.1 The Timekeeper shall indicate set signs of the time allocated to the speaker and will inform 

the Court when the available time has expired. The Court, taking notice of the 

Timekeeper’s advice, then decides whether additional time will be allocated, and if so, how 

much. This must be done with a due regard to maintaining a fair competition. 

23.2 The Timekeeper shall also be in charge of checking a team’s order of arguments, order of 

oralists and speaking time of each oralist. 

23.3 The Court may extend the speaking time in order to allow the speaker to finish his or her 

argument. 

23.4 An extension of speaking time shall in no case exceed five minutes beyond the total time 

allocated for the presentation. 

24. Article 24                                                                                                                                    Score 

24.1. In the preliminary round, a team’s total score shall be calculated by adding up all points 

received by all members in one round. 

24.2. In the knock out rounds the team with a higher score in each round shall advance to the 

subsequent round(s). 

25. Article 25                                                                                                                                                          Results 

25.1 The Organizing Committee shall be solely responsible for the calculation of the total score 

achieved by a speaker and by the teams as well as for the publication of the scores. 

25.2 The results are binding and cannot be questioned except for any calculation or clerical 

mistake. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

26. Article 26                   Notables  

26.1. Participating teams should carry with them required study or reference materials for their 

own use during the oral rounds of the competition. 

26.2. The organizing committee reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to take appropriate 

action for any unethical, unprofessional and wrongful conduct during the entire period of 

the Moot Court competition. 

26.3. The organizers reserve the right to make any necessary alterations in respect to the side to 

be taken by the competing teams, in case it becomes absolutely necessary due to withdrawal 

of any team/teams at the last minute, or if the competing teams had no opportunity to 

argue the other side of the problem. 

26.4. Each team is expected to be ready with written briefs and oral arguments to argue from 

either side of the case. The court will follow its own procedure within the accepted norms 

and judicial practice, and in case of doubt or dispute in the matter of procedure or facts, 

the decision of the Organizing Committee in consonance with the Presiding Member of 

the Committee of Judges of each Court shall be final. 

26.5. Teams shall be provided with a copy of the scoresheets for their respective rounds. 

27. Article 27                                             Material/Exhibits 

27.1. The speaker may use notes, but he or she is encouraged not to read from a prepared text. 

27.2. During the pleadings, the use of any exhibits is not permitted. This does not include the 

Problem Question, the Rules, written submissions, pleading notes, legal texts and 

textbooks. 
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27.3. Permitted material shall be clearly visible at the bench table and can be at the speaker’s 

disposal during the hearing. 

28. Article 28                            Scouting 

28.1. In order to prevent unfair advantages as a result of scouting it is strictly prohibited to 

interact with the teams or record the pleadings in any form. 

28.2. Teams shall not discuss the arguments/questions heard in these hearings until the 

preliminary rounds have ended. Such or any similar behaviour will be presumed as scouting 

and may be considered by the Organizing Committee as a reason for disqualification of the 

team. 

Article 29                           Taping and Photographing 

29.1 Taping and broadcasting of oral arguments is not allowed. 

29.2 Photographing and filming during the hearings is not allowed, except by members of the 

Organizing Committee. 

Article 30                                     Awards and Citations 

30.1 Every participating team will be issued a Certificate of Participation. 

30.2 Winning Team 

30.2.1 The Winning Team shall be the team with the highest score in the Final Round. 

The Winning Team shall receive an award alongside a cash prize of INR 35,000. 
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30.3 Runners Up Team 

30.3.1 The Runners Up team shall be the team with the second highest score 

in the Final Round. The team shall receive an award alongside a cash 

prize of INR 25,000. 

30.4 Best Written Pleadings Award 

30.4.1 The winner of the Best Written Pleadings Award shall be the team having received 

the highest average score for memorials of both the representing sides. The team 

shall receive an award alongside a cash prize of INR 10,000. 

30.5 Best Speaker Award 

30.5.1 The winner of this award shall be the person acting as the oralist counsel with the 

highest average individual score in the preliminary rounds. The winner shall 

receive an award alongside a cash prize of INR 10,000. 

30.6 Best Researcher Award 

30.6.1 The winner of this award would be decided on the basis of the Researcher’s Test. 

The winner shall receive an award alongside a cash prize of INR 10,000. 

30.7 IL-NMCC Goodwill Award 

30.7.1 Recipients of this award will be chosen by the Organizing Committee in 

recognition of being the team that best reflects the ideals, values, virtues of fair 

play, camaraderie, magnanimity and generosity in a competition. The winner 

shall receive a certificate and a cash prize of INR 10,000. 
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Article 31                       Clarifications Regarding the Competition 

31.1 Teams may submit four clarification questions to the Case within the indicated clarifications 

deadline (15th September 2019 11:59 PM IST) to 

mootorganizingcommittee.ilnu@nirmauni.ac.in  

  



          09 INSTITUTE OF LAW NATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 
                                                11-13 OCTOBER 2019 | AHMEDABAD 
 
 
 

31 
 

 

                            ANNEXURE A (TIMELINE) 

 

  

Commencement of Registrations - 30th August 2019 

Last Date for Seeking Clarifications on the Moot Case - 15th September 2019 

Last Date of Registrations - 23rd September 2019 

Release of Clarifications - 20th September 2019. 

Memorial Submission – 02nd October 2019 (11:59 PM IST) 

Hard Copy Submission of the Memorial - 07th October 2019. 

Desk Registrations - 11th October 2019 

Researchers Test - 11th October 2019 

Preliminary Rounds & Quarter-Final Rounds - 12th October 2019 

Semi-Final Rounds and Final Round - 13th October 2019 
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                      ANNEXURE B (MARKING SCHEME) 

  The scores would be indicative of the following: 

Knowledge of 
Law 

Ingenuity and 
Ability to 
Answer 

Application of 
Law to Facts 

Style, Poise, 
Courtesy 

and 
Demeanour 

Time 
Management 

Excellent:- 23-25 Excellent:- 27-30 Excellent: 27-30 Excellent:-9-10 Excellent:- 5 

Very Good:- 21-
23 

Very Good:-24-
27 

Very Good:- 24-
27 

Very Good:-8-
9 Very Good:- 4 

Good:- 19-21 Good:-21-24 Good:- 21-24 Good:-7-8 Good:-3 

Adequate:-16-19 Adequate:- 19- 
21 Adequate:- 19-21 Adequate:-5-7 Adequate:-3 

Application:-15-
16 Poor:-15-19 Poor:- 15-19 Poor:-4-5 Poor:-1 

 

Memorials 

1. Knowledge of Facts and Law (Minimum: 10 pts; Maximum: 20pts). 

2. Proper and Articulated analysis (Minimum: 10 pts; Maximum: 20pts) 

3. Extent and Use of research (Minimum: 10 pts; Maximum: 20pts) 

4. Clarity & Organisation (Minimum: 5 pts; Maximum: 10pts) 

5. Citation of Sources (Minimum: 5 pts; Maximum: 10pts) 

6. Formatting, Grammar and Style (Minimum: 5 pts; Maximum: 20pts) 
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                              ANNEXURE C (MOOT CASE) 

1. Kanto is an enormous expanse comprising of a diverse population and a budding economy. 

Historically, Kanto has sought inspiration from foreign countries and their respective policies 

with respect to its own domestic policies. This has been one of the reasons why Kanto is 

discussed in any political conversation due to it only implementing policies that worked around 

the world on its own population and surprisingly, how well it has worked for the country. 

2. One such policy was changing the closed economy status of Kanto. It was discussed in the 

Kantian parliament that since the country had been so comfortable implementing foreign 

policies on their own turf, the economy should also be liberalised based on global trajectories. 

This led to the influx of several multinational corporations into the country and consequently, 

vast amounts of revenue, signalling the start of, what is known in Kanto, as the “New Age”. 

Post the New Age and with its contemporary political landscape, Kanto was viewed as one of 

the best countries to live in with a special focus on a young demographic.  

3. However, new challenges erupted with the emergence of several new entrants into the Kantian 

open market. The Parliament decided to model a competition law regime after the Antitrust 

Regime in America, Competition Law in India and European Union Competition Law and 

enacted the Competition Act, 2002 (“Act”) which prohibits anticompetitive agreements, abuse 

of dominant positions and any combinations that have an appreciable adverse effect on 

competition (“AAEC”). The Act established the Kantian Competition Commission [“KCC”] 

which would enforce the provisions of the Act. The Act and any other competition laws like 

the other laws in Kanto are pari materia to the laws in India. 

4. Any governmental agency, private body including individuals and the government itself can 

file complaints (referred to as an “Information”) to the Commission. The investigative organ 

for the KCC is called the Director General (“DG”) which conducts investigations after the 

Commission has made a prime facie determination of anti-competitive conduct or abuse of 
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dominance. The Commission places great reliance on American, 

European and Indian competition law jurisprudence and holds their precedents in high 

regard.    

5. In 2010, Kanto experienced a large influx of information technology development and with 

it, the influx of several technology companies. Several dailies referred to this phenomenon as 

one of the biggest milestones since the New Age and labelled it the “New E-ra”. The country 

now became the hub of all technological prowess and a bustling youth community. Apart from 

the global social media surge, there was also an increase in electronic commerce including 

shopping and door-to-door delivery. 

6. In 2016, Beautrix Lestrange (“BL”), a Johto lifestyle company that specialises in personal 

beauty, grooming and healthcare products came into Kanto. It was known globally as the 

“one-stop shop” for all products and services with respect to personal care.   

7.  After its survey of the demographic in Kanto, BL realised that the Kantian youth tend to only 

utilise samples of high-end beauty products as they tend to be extremely expensive and only 

affordable to a small sample space.  

8. The marketing team at BL came up with a monthly subscription service called “Beaut-Box” 

(“the Box”) which would include sample size beauty and personal care products of various 

brands assorted in a box for a fixed price of KNR 799. All of these products (samples and full-

size products) in the Kanto region were available on both online and offline (including third 

party stores) channels for purchase separately.  BL released this service on its website and its 

mobile application beginning May 2018. It was advertised as a “Box full of luxurious goodies worth 

KNR 1500+ for the price of just KNR 799!*” Important aspects of the Box’s model were:  

i. The price would differ based on whether the consumer would avail the monthly, 

six monthly or yearly service. 
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ii. The customers are made to take a survey in order to assess the taste of the consumer 

and his or her lifestyle demands. Accordingly, the box is customised to the survey’s 

results. 

iii. Committed to customer choice, after each box, the customer has to fill in a survey 

providing how closely the box represented their interests and whether the brands 

that suit their lifestyle were present in the box.   

9. After another two months, the service went viral and witnessed a large number of subscribers 

in just three months. Majority of its consumers chose to go with the yearly service due to the 

major savings they would effectively make.   

10. Customer reviews on the BL app stated that “the service was a steal” and “the products felt 

amazing and there was no guilt of spending.” BL posted on its social media, “We are overwhelmed 

by your response and will continue increasing the number of brands that we partner with to bring you the best 

box possible. Stay fantastic!” This post got shared on various social media platforms and the Beaut-

Box became one of the most subscribed service in Kanto. On 1 August 2018, BL released a 

comprehensive list of brands that they were partnering with, as on that date. On the same day 

Beauty Watch released a post on its social media wherein it segregated each brand into high-

end, medium-end and low end with the message “You’re welcome, Beaut-Boxers.”   

11. Seeing the positive response, BL came up with “BL Pass” (“BL-P”), a social well-being and 

personal care subscription service on 12 August 2018. BL would allow its subscribers to avail 

personal grooming and care services at various high-end salons and parlours for lesser cost. 

The primary benefit advertised by BL was its 1+1 feature. This feature allowed fellow BL-P 

holders to go with their friends and avail the service of two haircuts (for instance) for the cost 

of one. This move was strictly taken keeping in mind the youth demographic’s reaction to 

beauty or aesthetics motivated services/products. A table in the advertisement to explain its 

1+1 requirements is given below: 
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12. Several high-end and mid-end enterprises entered into agreements with BL to allow this 

service. For them, this would increase the number of consumers and offset the costs of giving 

complimentary services. Soon, the youth started associating going to personal care joints 

solely based on whether they appeared on the BL app and allowed BL-P usage. Several 

consumers started going out more often and by monitoring the number of subscribers, BL 

Pass was reported to be an astounding success. BL added a rating service to assist consumers 

to choose BL partner salons. Any new entrants would only get their ratings displayed after 

at least a month of being in the roster. Until then the rating would be displayed as “–“. 

13. On 16 September 2018, A user named “BLPer4lyf” posted an update on Twitter:  

“Just received my Beaut Box. The brands in the Box seem cheap. Are these the new brands they were talking 

about? #BP” On 17 September 2018, there were several tweets remarking that the boxes were 

coming only with the lower end of the brands partnering with BL on the Box.  

On 25 September, Beauty Watch posted a screenshot of the Frequently-Asked Questions 

(“FAQs”) of Beaut Box on its social media with the tag “Hidden changes made to the FAQs 

#BP”. 

 

 

 

 

Number of 
People 2 3 4 5 6 --- 

BL Pass 
allowed  

 

1 1 2 2 3 And so on… 
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14. There was major uproar amongst the consumers after the tweet went viral as this change of 

the contract was neither intimated nor anticipated. Several consumers pointed out that a 

change in the FAQs is a place no reasonable person would have ever checked. All of the 

brands present in the FAQs were the high-end brands segregated by Beauty Watch on its 1 

August 2018 post. 

15. BL after seeing the backlash posted a post on their website on 28 September 2018 and a 

notification message on its app stating the following: 

“While we strive to serve our consumers with the best quality products at the cheapest cost, 

we also have to look at providing benefits to our partner brands.  

The Beaut-Box continues to be the cheapest one-stop shop for all products related to 

personal care. In view of the following, effective 15 September 2018, an additional charge of 

Rs. 125 would be required to be paid for certain luxury brands. This can be availed at the 

review section of the BL app which becomes available after the receipt of a box.” 

16.  There was mixed response to the post by BL. While many consumers believed that move 

was bound to come as the Box was “too good to be true”. While other consumers criticised 

both the fact that it took too long for BL to post about the change and that yearly subscribers 

Q: Do I get access to all the brands displayed in the back of the Beaut Box? 

While we have partnerships with all the brands displayed, Beaut-Boxers 

will have to pay an additional Rs. 125 on any box they want the following 

luxury brands on:            

Bliss Femme Essentials Beauté naturelle 

Schönheit mésa. Katherine Binger 

Edward and Alphonse 

(E&A) 
Troy Mustang E.A.S.Y 
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were indirectly stuck with the change. They believed since they were 

used to the box and had adapted their lifestyle to it, they could not just quit the subscription.  

17. Meanwhile, BL Pass had increased the number of partner salons and personal care 

establishments. However, several salons which did not find themselves in the BL Pass roster 

saw a decline in the number of customers drastically. They could not join the BL Pass roster 

because they could not undertake the loss of a complimentary service in the anticipation of 

future customers. Further, it was noticed that even if such salons would join the roster, the 

rating service on the BL App removes the guarantee that most consumers would come to 

such salons that freshly join as they would have no rating displayed for a month. 

18. Lupin Curls (“LC”), a salon in Goldenrod City that had been rated 4.3 out of 5 stars on the 

BL App, was experiencing losses from being on the BL Pass. Its management decided that 

they could no longer bear the cost of providing complimentary services and thus, they should 

cancel its BL Pass commitments. On 16 August 2018, LC dropped out of the BL Pass roster. 

While LC still appeared on the BL app, it no longer showed up on the BL Pass section of the 

app.  

19. On 2 September 2018, LC realised that its customer intake had reduced significantly since 

its exit from the pass. It also realised that while salons and spas are receiving losses, the 

increase in BL Pass holders meant a constant stream of revenue to BL. Ms. Sakura 

Kinamonto, Public Relations Manager of LC, started going to various salons and explaining 

to them the grievance that had been suffered by LC. She convinced four salons and spas 

(Collectively, including LC, called “Golden Spas”) in the Goldenrod City to boycott the app 

and provide benefits like that of the pass. These Golden Spas were part of the ten joints rated 

higher than 4.2 on the BL App. On 5 September 2018, the Golden Spas released the “Gold 

Pass”, a subscription service which provided that if consumers were to go to these Spas they 

could avail 25% off on all services. It also partnered with popular foreign luxury brands from 

the Johto region that had not partnered with BL in its Beaut-Box venture. All products of 

these brands also carried the 25% discount on showing the Gold Pass. However, they were 
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available to purchase at the Golden Spas without the discount too. The 

partnership was on the premise that these brands would only partner with the Golden Spas 

for the Gold Pass and no other competing entities. These products were not available on any 

other online or offline channels in the Johto region. Thus, the products could only be 

procured at the Golden Spas. The period of exclusivity was set for two years and was subject 

to renewal of up to one year.  

20. Goldenrod City is the capital of Kanto and is the most revenue generating city for BL owing 

to its concentration of high-end spas and salons. After the Gold Pass came out, several 

Goldenrod resident users cancelled their BL Pass subscriptions because half of the high-end 

spas and salons were part of the Gold Pass in Goldenrod City. Further, the Gold Pass allowed 

access to foreign brands that were difficult to procure and very premium on a discounted 

and affordable basis.   

21. On 21 September 2018, Beauty Watch noticing the problems regarding BL Pass and Beaut-

Box decided to file an information against Beautrix Lestrange Ltd to the KCC under Section 

19 of the Act alleging contravention of provisions of Section 4 of the Act (“Case No. 17 of 

2018”). At the same time, the BL filed an information against Golden Spas alleging a 

contravention of Section 3 of the Act (“Case No. 05 of 2018”) 

22. After inquiring into both the information received from Beauty Watch and BL, the KCC 

merged the two cases seeing the commonality of issues.  Further, it was of the opinion that a 

prima facie case existed and passed an order under Section 26(1) of the Act on 19 October 

2018 directing the DG to investigate the matter. On 13 August 2019, the DG, after 

investigation into the matter, concluded that there was no contravention of Section 3 or 

Section 4 by the Opposite Parties.  Despite the findings in the investigation report by the DG 

(“DG Report”) (excerpts of the report are attached as Annexure I), the KCC notified the 

parties to appear for a hearing of the matter before it as it disagreed with the DG’s findings. 
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23. The issues to be addressed before the KCC are: - 

(i) Whether the change of terms in the FAQs by BL amounts to an abuse of dominant 

position under Section 4 of the Act? 

(ii) Whether the action of BL has resulted in foreclosure of the market for new entrants 

and is in contravention of Section 4(2)(c) of the Act? 

(iii) Whether BL has used its dominance in the relevant market by leveraging its position 

to enter into another market and has contravened Section 4(2)(e) of the Act? 

(iv) Whether the exclusive arrangement of Golden Spas with foreign brands is a 

violation of Section 3 of the Act? 

(v) Whether the Gold Pass as an agreement between the Golden Spas violates Section 

3 of the Act?  
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                                           Annexure-I 

EXCERPTS OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL’S INVESTIGATION REPORT 

Case Nos. 05 & 17 of 2018 

7.5 On determination of relevant market, it can be noted that due to the substitutability and interchangeability of 

the personal care and beauty products for consumers, the market can broadly be determined to be as market 

for “Sale of personal care and beauty products”. Since the services provided by BL are spread across the 

Kanto region. The relevant market would be “Sale of personal care and beauty products in Kanto”. 

. 

. 
7.16 However, it is pertinent to note that BL does not by itself has products in the relevant market. It merely acts 

as an intermediary between various players in the market and the direct consumers. 

. 

. 
7.23 Further, BL is the first of its kind to offer subscription services in the relevant market. These subscription 

services are- “Beaut-Box”, a door-to-door delivery subscription and BL Pass- a personal care subscription 

service. However, owing to how disruptive the innovation behind subscription services are, one cannot find 

dominance merely because it is the only player in the market. This is because it would not take long for other 

players to enter the market with more innovative solutions to the relevant market and displace the position of 

BL in this market.  
. 
. 

7.37 In the present instance, the Gold Pass is one such player which is now competing with BL Pass. While, 

during the course of the investigation, the BL was found to be not dominant, the same rationale will have to 

be applied for the OPs in the information filed by BL. The OPs have merely brought another innovative 

subscription service. Further, it keeps any alleged dominance of BL under check owing to the nature of the 

market. 

 
8.9. In the light of the above stated facts and circumstances as also evidences on record it has been 

established that there are no AAEC concerns with respect to the OPs in Case No. 17 of 2019 and no 

violation of Section 4 of the Competition Act, 2002 in Case No. 05 of 2019. 
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